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Welcome back everyone. We hope you have all had a wonderful summer break.

We would like to wish a very warm welcome to all our new families. 
You are now part of ‘The Lingfield Family.’

We have had an amazing start to the new term. The new children are settling in extremely well and everyone is enjoying learning and having lots of fun. 

Our main focus for the new children this term will be building relationships with adults and peers, learning our routines and exploring the Nursery environment. We aim to ensure everyone feels safe and secure and loves coming to Nursery. 

The older children will focus on developing their skills and knowledge based on their prior learning. We will follow their ideas and interests and plan tasks across all areas of the curriculum specifically for them, to ensure progress.

The children will spend some time exploring our themes. This half term we will be learning ‘All about Me.’ The children will be developing a sense of who they are, activities they like doing, friends, what they look like and what they can do. We are going to talk about what happens on our birthdays as well as investigating how we grow. We are hoping to organise for one of the Mums or Dads to bring their baby into Nursery for a visit, so the children can gain some real-life experience of how they have changed from birth to 4 years. If you have a new baby and are willing and able to bring them in, please get in touch. Thank you.

As the seasons change, we will be investigating ‘Autumn.’ The children will collect, look closely and talk about their Autumnal finds E.g. leaves, conkers, pinecones etc. After half term we will be investigate colour mixing. The children will be developing their skills in predicting, observing, questioning, explaining their findings as well as using equipment such as pipettes to mix coloured liquid. 

In Group time our younger children will be working on the Prime Areas of the curriculum. They will be moving to music, singing rhymes and songs, matching sounds to objects, developing mark making skills and getting to know stories such as Mrs Wishy Washy, I went walking, Peace at Last, and Each Peach Pear Plum.

Our older children will take part in Maths and Literacy tasks during group time. 
In Maths they will begin working on colours, matching and sorting. After half term they will be developing an in-depth knowledge of numbers one and two. The focus here will be subitising. Subitising is where children recognise amounts without counting. They will be subitising various patterns including dice patterns, dots on a five frame and random dot patterns. Recent research has shown children develop a greater understanding of number if they learn to subitise first before counting and this is reflected in our sequence of learning. Finally, we will work on patterns including repeating patterns. 

The older children will be developing their skills in phonics through our Little Wandle scheme. They will take part in many pre-phonic games and activities, as well as learning many nursery rhymes. We will regularly keep you updated with homework ideas to allow you to fully support your child. We will be reading stories to the children on a daily basis and our key focused texts this term will be Where’s Lenny? and Brown Bear, Brown Bear. We will continue to send picture books home on a weekly basis and your child will bring a story sack home once every half term. 

Your child will take part in our Personal, Social and Emotion Development Scheme of work called Jigsaw and we will develop their knowledge of beat, rhythm and pitch through our music scheme of work Music Express.

Across the year we do have a few Nursery trips to look forward to. For safeguarding reasons, we always invite one parent to accompany your child and we intend on letting you know as soon as possible the dates for these trips to allow you to plan accordingly. We have already booked a trip to the theatre to see Pip and Posy at Billingham Forum on Wednesday 12th May at 1pm. More details about this trip and others will follow. We really appreciate your participation in helping us to give our children a wide range of experiences in our local area.

The Nursery children have access to water at all times. To help us manage this please could you send a filled water bottle to Nursery. The children will bring these bottles home at the end of each session for you to wash and refill. These bottles are for water only and must be labelled with your child’s name. We will continue to offer fruit and milk or water at snack time. The children will also on occasions take part in preparing and making toast and icing biscuits. We will use these occasions as an opportunity to talk about having a healthy balanced diet.

As part of our creative curriculum, we are always working to keep our workshop area stocked with interesting resources. If you have any unwanted boxes, plastic bottles, tubes, bottle tops, ribbon, fabric, buttons, etc. we would really appreciate any donations. We are a nut free school. Please can you ensure any packaging sent into school is also nut free. Thank you. 

We have had some staffing changes in Nursery this years. Mrs Stoddart will be teaching every session, except Wednesday mornings. Mrs Norris will continue her role as the teaching assistant during all sessions and alongside Mrs Padgett at lunch times. On Wednesday mornings Mrs Shipp and Mrs Clark will teach in rotation every other week and will be supported by Mrs Norris.

Finally, we just want to remind you that we are a very friendly, caring team. If you that have any questions, concerns or just need a reassuring chat please feel free to get in touch.

Thank you for all the support you give.

Mrs Stoddart and the Nursery Team

