Information for parents 	Autumn term

Dear Parents and guardians,
Welcome back to Year 2

This half term in Year 2 our general topic is all about different minibeasts and their habitats. This will include lifecycles, baby animals and looking closely at where minibeasts live and how they survive.
After half term we’ll be learning about life on the high seas. We’ll learn what life was like for 18th Century sailors such as Captain Cook. We’ll find out about his explorations and what legacy he left behind. We’ll also look at some famous pirates.

	English 
In English, the children will continue to improve their writing by writing for a variety of purposes. They will be encouraged to use dictionaries to check their spellings and spelling homework will be sent home each Monday to extend their learning. The children will be given an opportunity to apply these each week. 

Handwriting
Handwriting will be taught each day through fine and gross motor movement practise, as well as specific letter formation.


	Maths
In Maths, there will be a strong focus on place value followed by a focus on enhancing their understanding of addition and subtraction. 
The children will be working on place value, counting and properties of numbers, developing mental calculation strategies for + and –.  Problem solving relating to money, shape and space will also be studied. Please consolidate + and - exercises at home with your child as it does help them to develop flexible methods of working with numbers.

Science 
Our topics up to Christmas are ‘Living Things and their Habitats’, which will include lifecycles, followed by ‘Materials’. 

We will be encouraging the children to develop their personal research skills using books, photographs and ICT programs to extend their learning and any support you can give them will also be greatly appreciated.
		Medical information
Please ensure your child’s medical information is up to date with the school office.
There may have been changes over the summer period which we might need to know about.  Contact the office if this is applicable.
Also, if your child has an inhaler or EpiPen we will need one for school use.
Thank you.

Photo Permissions
Please ensure that your preferences for the publishing of your children’s photos are up to date with our school office.
We often post on our Social Media platforms with photos of activities we are doing. 






	Reading
We will spend the initial two weeks assessing the children’s current reading proficiency and will arrange reading activities and reading books for pleasure as soon as possible. We recommend that your child reads for at least 10 to 15 minutes each night- if not their schoolbook or their given reading activity, then any chosen book, newspaper or magazine from home will give them the valuable practise they need to continue to improve fluency and expression. We will continue to monitor Home Reading Records so any comments in their reading records are much appreciated, alongside any questions you may have.



	Other curriculum subjects 
In computing the children will be learning about online safety and coding. In Music, the children will be exploring sounds and beat. They will learn how to use their own bodies to show rhythm patterns, changing tempo and adding vocal sounds. In RE, they will learn about sacred books, and we are remembering what we learnt in previous years about Hinduism.  Later this term we will obviously be looking at how Christmas is celebrated. 
In PSHE the theme for this half-term will be ‘Being Me in My World’ followed by ‘Celebrating Differences’. This has obviously been a very testing time for all of us so mental well-being, expressing concerns and looking at coping strategies will be at the forefront of what we do.  Friendship will also take a central focus and how the children can build relationships with others.



	PE kits
Year 2 PE lessons will be every Monday Morning and Thursday Afternoon. 
Please can the children wear their PE kit for school on the days of PE.
Please remember the required PE kit is a white T-shirt and navy shorts.  As the weather gets colder into the term, please include longer tracksuit bottoms and long-sleeved jackets to wear over their kits.





We encourage the children to come into school independently and to be responsible for their own book-bag, packed lunch (if applicable) and water bottle.  Our school day is organised to start at 8:40am.  Lessons commence immediately at 8:50am, with an all-important Phonics session, so we ask that pupils are therefore here on time.

We are looking forward to an exciting autumn term and hope the children are ready to hit the ground running in Year 2.


