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Dear parents/carers,
Welcome back to the final term of Year 5, which will continue to be a busy time with lots of new and exciting learning.
This term in math, we will be covering a range of topics: properties of shapes, fractions, finding units of amounts and time. We will also continue to consolidate previous learning and develop mental recall of times tables and number facts. It is also important to continue to practice times tables and number facts to develop speed and accuracy at home; using Times Table Rocks Stars or Top Marks Hit the Button. In English, the children will continue to work on reading skills and comprehension. This term we will be writing poems based on the work of Michael Rosen, historical reports linked to our space topic in science, a balanced argument and we will continue to develop our descriptive writing. We will be using a range of exciting books and texts to help us develop our ideas and understanding of these genres.
In science, we will start with a physics topic, exploring the Earth, Sun, Moon, and space, then a biology unit which explores the changes as humans develop from birth to old age. To support our learning on the Space topic, we will be going on a school trip to The Life Centre in May to participate in their space workshop – further details have been provided in a separate letter. In history, we will be learning all about the growth of Middlesbrough and in geography we develop an understanding of the land of fire and ice. In music, we are looking at space inspired music and music used in films. In P.E., we will work on cricket and adventurous outdoor activities in the first half term, then athletics and rounders skills in the final half term. In religious education, we will explore the question, ‘What does it mean to be a Muslim in Britain today?’ In computing, we will be consolidating our skills learnt in Autumn and Spring using apps such as iMovie and scratch. In PSHE, we will be thinking about relationships and ‘Changing Me’. Another busy term ahead!
Spellings will be given on a Tuesday and tested the following Monday. In addition to this, children will need to read at home at least 4 times a week for 10 to 15 minutes. Reading records will be collected every Monday to monitor and check reading materials and quantity of reading. Children can choose their reading books from the class collection or a book from home or from the library at the appropriate reading level. It's important for children to read a wide range of books by different authors and bring their reading materials and records to school daily. 
P.E. takes place on Thursday and Friday afternoons. Children should continue to come to school dressed in their P.E. kits on P.E. days, with their school sweatshirts or cardigans on top..
If you have any worries or concerns, please don't hesitate to contact me. Thank you for your continued support.
Miss Hoskins
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