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Year 1 Autumn Term 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,
We are so happy to welcome the children back to school. They are going to have a wonderful time and we have a great year planned for them all!  
In Year 1, the children come into school through the playground door nearest to the Head’s Office. The children can come into school on their own and hang their belongings on their pegs before coming into class.  On an afternoon we’ve found it easier if they leave through the Year 1 outside area. Please bear with us as we get to know your faces and those given permission to pick up your children. We do try to do this as quickly as possible but want to ensure each child goes homes with the correct adults.
To aid transition from the play-based setting in Reception our first term follows an ‘enhanced provision’ format. This means the children have a mix of formal learning times, supported by an adult, alongside learning in a ‘play’ setting. The activities in the play areas are designed to enhance what is taught formally. We will assign independent tasks for the children to complete each week during their time while they are not working with an adult to build independence, resilience and organisation skills.
This is what we’ll be learning this term right up to Christmas – we have so much to discover!
Core Learning
This term in maths we will be covering a range of skills: counting to 20, addition and subtraction to 20, sorting objects into groups and measurement. (In Year 1, we mainly use non-standard measurements like how many cubes or shoes would it take to measure items, but we do use centimetres as we progress through the year.)   
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	It would be helpful for children to use NumBots (if you have access to an iPad or device at home) to focus on their maths skills and understanding of numbers. I will send home the children’s logins for NumBots once I have compiled all logins for each child. In later years they’ll use these to access Times Tables Rockstars, which is a times tables practise app.  



	We also regularly use the White Rose Maths app – 1-Minute Maths. It can be downloaded to devices free of charge and we’ve found it to be a great asset to the children when embedding quick mental maths facts.
We tend to use the subitising and easier addition and subtraction buttons in Year 1.
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In English, the children will carry on building their phonics knowledge, reading skills and writing captions, lists and simple narratives. We will be using a range of exciting books and texts to help us develop our ideas! We will still be incorporating learning through play into the day to help the children with the transition from EYFS to Year 1. Once the children are ready, we will start to send spellings home to learn each week using sounds that we have been doing in Little Wandle phonics lessons that week. 

In phonics we are changing to following the Little Wandle programme. I appreciate your patience while we assess the children on this new programme to work out their reading level, once this is complete the children will be given reading books to go home with. In the meantime, the children can pick a ‘reading for pleasure’ book from the classroom. These are books that the children can read alone, if able, or can be read with an adult to help promote a love of reading and books. We recommend that your child reads for at least 10 to 15 minutes each night – if not their school reading book, then any chosen book, comic or magazine from home will give them the valuable practise they need to continue to improve fluency and expression. We still have home reading records so any comments in their reading records are much appreciated. We will change the school reading books every week and the children can change their reading for pleasure books as often as they wish.

There will be a meeting that you may attend regarding phonics in Year 1 and the new Little Wandle programme, if you wish to know more. More information about this will be available in due course. 

Reading is so important in Year 1 and from the very beginning of the year we‘ll foster a love of reading in everything we do. Each day, the children will have stories or non-fiction books read to them in story time and will be encouraged to join in with repeated phrases, rhyming words and answering questions. 
Our science focus this term is on Animals including Humans. We’ll learn about our body and our senses, exploring which body parts our senses are linked to. We will also find out about different kinds of animals such as birds, fish, mammals, amphibians and reptiles, grouping them by looking at their physical features. Throughout the year we’ll discuss each season and look at weather and temperature changes.
Our first history focus is all about How our Lives have Changed. We look at timelines and family history, old toys and household objects and gadgets. We then look at the lives of two famous nurses – Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole. In geography, we will be learning about the area around our school. To develop our creativity, we will be building on our drawing skills in art; learning about fruit and vegetables in design and technology. and exploring sounds in music. In religious education, we will ask What do Christians believe about God? In PSHE we will be thinking about what it means to be ourselves and how to celebrate differences.
PE – PE will be taught on Wednesday’s and Thursday. Please can the children wear their PE kit on these days. Additionally, please remember the required PE kit is a white T-shirt and navy shorts. As the weather gets colder, they can also bring in longer tracksuit bottoms or leggings. The topics we are studying this term are tag rugby invasion, gymnastics, fitness and attack, defend and shoot

Photographic Permissions and Facebook 
Please ensure your preferences for the publishing of your children’s photos is up to date. We do not use Evidence Me beyond EYFS and often post activities we are doing within school on Facebook instead. The office will be able to provide you with consent forms if you wish to adapt any current consent preferences. Thank you! 
 
We’re looking forward to an exciting term and hope the children are too. If you have any worries concerning your child, please do not hesitate to contact us after school and we will do our best to solve any issues.  The school office email is: lingfieldprimaryschool@lingfieldprimaryschool.co.uk

Thank you for your continued support.
Mrs Graham 



Lingfield Education Trust is an exempt charity & company limited by guarantee in England and Wales:.
Registered no: 08027885    Registered office: Corporation Road Community Primary School,  Corporation Road, Darlington, DL3 6AD.  
“Teach a child things that will be worth knowing as an adult; and things that having known as a child, make a person a better adult.”
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